
 
 

1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery education, according to 
the National Policy on Education 
(2004), is the education given in an 
educational institution to children aged 3 
– 5 years prior to their entering the 
primary school. Nursery school 
education is considered as the key to the 
success or the failure of the whole 
education system. A UNICEF (1994) 
project on early child care development 
and education, however, aims at 
sensitizing the public to the importance 
of providing education and stimulation 
for children 0-6years. It is hoped that the 
success will facilitate advocacy for 
education from birth to age three, and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

before the statutory six years. Bernet 
(2006) considered childhood as the most 
important stage of the total development 
of humanity. He believed that childhood 
is the formative period in the life of an 
individual. This means that it is crucial 
and fundamental in an individual’s 
development. 

 
Early childhood education 

provides children opportunities to 
express their uniqueness in love of 
colours, enjoying stories, listening to 
music, building blocks, jumping, 
climbing etc. Igbiwu and Nwaham 
(2008) defined nursery school 
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Abstract 

This paper x-rays the problems and prospects of education in Nigeria 
with special attention on early childhood education. Education is the 
bedrock of development in any society, but unfortunately education in 
Nigeria is bisected with myriads of problems. These include poor 
funding and poor educational infrastructures, inadequate classrooms, 
teaching aids (projectors, computers, laboratories and libraries). There 
is also Paucity of quality of teachers and poor polluted learning 
environment. For the sector to be fully developed meaningfully, the 
government need to re-address the issue of funding, education must be 
made affordable for all and sundry. The current monolistic approach to 
knowledge acquisition must be changed. Finally suggestions were 
made on how to overcome some of these problems confronting the 
educational sector and childhood education in particular. 
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environment as a structured environment 
in which learning and grooming occur. 
This implies that nursery school 
environment contains elements of the 
social environment and the physical 
environment which include equipment, 
materials, various aids for learning as 
well as buildings that house many of 
these objects and persons. Nzeribe 
(2004) sees childhood education or 
nursery education as the education given 
to individual’s legally classified as 
children in any country. The age and 
opportunity for childhood education 
differ among nations. Childhood 
education is usually divided into early 
childhood and primary education. 
Government is not directly involved in 
the provision of pre-primary education 
in Nigeria because there is no policy 
statement on children less than 3years. 

 
UNICEF (2000) viewed quality 

education as the outcome that 
encompasses knowledge, skills and 
attitudes and are linked to national goals 
for education and positive participation 
in society. To sum it up, early child care 
and education is very necessary for 
achieving a strong, dynamic and develop 
society that Nigeria wants to be. 

 
The Goals of Early Childhood 
Education 

Developmental tasks refer to those 
common tasks members of a given 
society expect their citizens at certain 
ages to be able to perform (Harvighurst, 
1952). For the pre-school child, the 
goals of education include: 

1. Growing in independence 
2. Learning to give and share as well 

as receive affection; 
3. Learning to get along with others; 
4. Developing self – control; 
5. Learning human and non-sexist 

human roles; 
6. Beginning to understand their 

bodies; 
7. Learning and practicing large and 

small motor skills; 
8. Beginning to understand and control 

the physical world; and  
9. Developing a positive feeling about 

their relationship to the world. 
 

For any childhood education to be 
successful all the above listed points 
must be put in place. 

There are reasons within and 
associated with the preschool child that 
make it imperative to provide pre-
primary education to him/her if he/she 
must have the opportunity for optional 
development. These include the 
following: - 
1. Growth is characterized by change: 

The pre-school child is at a stage of 
his life where the only constant 
event seems to be change – rapid 
change in height, weight, and 
development in other capacities like 
cognitive, psychomotor and 
affective abilities. 
 

2. Every child is unique: Individuals 
are unique and development and 
learning are often greatly enhanced 
when individuality and uniqueness 
are respected. Some children are 
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active while others are not; some 
like to read, paint, while others like 
playing in poodles of water, mud, 
sand, or chasing lizards. 
 

3. There are critical period in 
development 
 

4. Understanding and integrating 
development in all aspects of a 
child’s life. 
 

5. Provision of opportunity for play. 
 
Objectives of Early Childhood/ 
Nursery Education in Nigeria 

 The national Policy on Education 
(FRN, 2004) states that: The purpose of 
pre-primary school education shall be to: 

i. effect a smooth transition from the 
home to the school; 

ii. prepare the child for the primary 
level of education; 

iii. provide adequate care and 
supervision for the children while 
their parents are at work (on the 
farms, in the markets, offices etc). 

iv. inculcate social norms; 
v. inculcate in the child, the spirit of 

enquiry and creativity through the 
exploration of nature, the 
environment, art, music and playing 
with toys etc. 

vi. develop a sense of cooperation and 
team-spirit, 

vii. learn good habits, especially good 
health habits; and  

viii. teach the rudiments of numbers, 
letters, colours, shapes , forms etc 
through play. 

To achieve the above listed objectives, 
government will: 
1. encourage private efforts in the 

provision of pre-primary education; 
 

2. make provision in teachers’ training 
institutions for student-teachers who 
want to specialize in pre-primary 
education; 
 

3. ensure that the medium of 
instruction will be principally the 
mother-tongue or the language of 
the immediate community. 
 

4. ensure that the main method of 
teaching in the pre-primary 
institution will be through play, and 
that the curriculum of teacher 
training colleges is appropriately 
oriented to achieve this.   
 

Characteristics of a Good Nursery/ 
Child care Learning Environment 

The Federal Government of Nigeria 
and UNICEF (1994) approved the 
following physical facilities for Early 
Child Care Education (ECCE) centre. 
i. Building must be safe, strong and in 

good condition. 
ii. Classroom must  
a. be spacious 
b. located on the ground floor of a 

story building 
c. have adequate lighting and 

ventilation 
d. be equipped with age appropriate 

seats and mats  
iii. Good access doorways must be 

provided 
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iv. Appropriate toilet facilities should 
be available 

v. Good source of water supply, 
vi. Rest and sleep gadgets/facilities, 

vii. Office with tables and chairs for the 
care givers 

viii. Playground, grasses on field with 
sand and with equipment safe for 
children’s climbing, jumping, 
swinging and balancing. 

ix. Security of premise: Compound 
should be fenced. 
 

For effectiveness and efficiency, 
childhood care centres must possess all 
the above characteristics for optimum 
productivity. 
 
Nursery School Regulations 

To ensure uniformity of practice and 
maintain standards in the states, the 
federal ministry of education prepared 
guideline on pre-primary education 
(1987), a yardstick for inspecting 
officers to use in assessing the standards 
of work in pre-primary schools. 
According to Maduewesi (2005) the 
guidelines cover the following topics: 
1. Objectives of pre-primary education 

(as stated in NPE 2004). 
2. Government attitude towards pre-

primary education. 
3. Requirements regarding types of 

establishment, teaching facilities, 
equipment. 

4. Specification on playgrounds, 
furniture, fees, teacher and side 
qualifications. 

5. Teacher-pupil ratio (1:25). 

6. Language of instruction (mother 
tongue). 

7. Books (locally appropriate). 
8. Inspections (by officer of the state 

ministry of education). 
9. Conformance to federal education 

law. 
10. Criteria for school closure. 
11. Institutions of higher learning 

provide training in pre-primary 
education. 

12. Religion (conformance with religion 
of parents). 

13. Health (including hygiene and 
sanitation). 

 
This document can be regarded 

as the first working document on Early 
Childhood education in Nigeria and all 
proprietors and proprietress are 
supposed to abide by it to avoid the 
closure of their school. 

 
Problems of Early Childhood 
Education in Nigeria 

These are some of the problems 
facing early childhood education in 
Nigeria: 
i. Poor rearing and stimulation 

practices. 
ii. Overcrowded classroom and 

unsanitary environment. 
iii. Physical facilities/teaching aids, 

instructional materials and toys 
are generally inadequate. 

iv. Personnel/caregivers, teachers and 
workers at early child care pre-
school level are unqualified. 

v. Monitoring and evaluation are 
grossly inadequate due to lack of 
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funds which prevent regular and 
effective monitoring. 

vi. Lack of early child care database 
for planning and interventions for 
early childhood education. 

vii. Government’s non-direct 
involvement in pre-school 
education. 

viii. Lack of professionalism of 
teachers of pre-primary school 
level. 

ix. Many proprietors and teachers of 
pre-school do not have any basic 
knowledge or qualification in the 
area of early childhood education. 

 
Conclusion 

Early childhood or nursery 
education is the foundation stone upon 
which excellent basic and sound 
education is built. It is therefore, 
necessary for a childcare education 
centre to be safe, clean and well 
maintained with conducive learning 
environment for effectiveness and 
efficiency. It is believed that a well 
managed schools contribute to effective 
and qualitative education. 

 
 It is however, the submission of 
this paper that all the stakeholders in the 
education industry – government, 
private school owners, caregivers, 
school heads, parents and 
pupils/students are joint collaborators in 
the decline observed in the educational 
standard in the country today, with the 
government playing a leading role. 
Finally, since education is seen as a sine 
qua non to national development and 

since no nation can develop above its 
educational system, it becomes not only 
important but also imperative to find 
some solutions to the problems of 
dwindling resources allocation to the 
educational sector with special attention 
to the early childhood education. 
 
Recommendations 
 In view of the numerous 
problems posited in this paper, the 
following recommendations are made: 
1. Government and the private sector 

should put in more effort and 
resources towards the development 
of early child care education. 
 

2. There should be proper screening of 
nursery learning environment by the 
federal, state and local government. 
 

3. Facilities in nursery schools should 
be regularly monitored and 
inspected by the ministry of 
education officials to enhance 
quality of learning environment. 
 

4. Qualitative and affordable early 
childhood education should be made 
available for all. 
 

5. Schools should be properly staffed 
and equipped. 
 

6. In-service training, seminars and 
workshops should be regularly 
organized for teaching and non 
teaching staff. 
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7. It is only those that are 
professionally trained that will be 
allowed to teach. 
 

8. Proprietors should meet up the set 
standard before opening an early 
child care centre. 
 

9. There should be early child care 
education centers in all private and 
public schools. 
 

10.  More modern learning aids such as 
computers, internet websites 
facilities, overhead projectors, films 
etc should be provided in the 
schools. 
 

11.  Government should participate 
more actively in pre-primary 
education especially in setting up 
special centres for under privileged 
children and providing more access.  
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